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Prussia. Schelling died that year, sunk in obscurantism ; Arndt was a professor at Bonn; Tieck had ceased to write ; Wilhelm von Humboldt still lived in honourable retirement at Schloss Tegel; but Goethe had died two years before, and, a year earlier than Goethe, Hegel and Niebuhr had both passed away; Stein had died some months after Niebuhr in solitude and estrangement from his times, seeing not only Germany but Europe itself rushing upon the abyss. Schleiermacher preached for the last time in 1834. The heroes of the War of Liberation were long dead, or lived, an embarrassment and a reproach, amid a generation which, apathetic and indifferent, half wished to forget their heroism. Scharnhorst had died of his wounds at Prague (1813) in the very hour of Germany's glory; Bliicher in 1819 ; Yorck in 1830; and Gneisenau, just when entering upon the Polish campaign, a Field-Marshal at last, had died in 1831, like Hegel, of cholera, then raging throughout Europe. Who was there left to represent the past splendours ? And in the deep night there was not a star to hint the coming dawn. Such was the world into which Treitschke was born.1
In his childhood everything seemed to mark him out as a Saxon, as destined, that is to say, to follow a career in that country. Treitschke, however, early discovered something that alienated him from the career contemplated for him by his father. His mother, who was of pure German origin, was a reader of Willibald Alexis, above all of those tales the scenes
1 Treitschke himself has described this period in the third volume of his " Deutsche Geschichte.1'